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(57) ABSTRACT

A contact system for a pole of a low-voltage switchgear
includes a rotary contact mounted movably in a rotor housing.
The rotary contact includes at least a first rotary contact body
having a first and second lever arm. Each of the lever arms
include a lever arm end having a contact piece. A first and
second fixed contact each cooperate with a respective one of
the contact pieces. A first spring acts on the first lever arm and
a second spring acts on the second lever arm. Each of the
springs have a first support at a first end, a spring body and a
second support at a second end. The first supports directly
engage the first rotary body and the second supports are
disposed at the rotary housing. Each of the spring bodies are
disposed on a same side of the first rotary contact body.

12 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
ROTATIVE DOUBLE CONTACT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO PRIOR APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Phase application under
35 US.C. §371 of International Application No. PCT/
EP2010/067328, filed on Nov. 11, 2010, and claims benefit to
German Patent Application No. DE 10 2009 052 965.9, filed
on Nov. 12, 2009. The International Application was pub-
lished in German on May 19,2011 as WO 2011/058120 under
PCT Article 21(2).

FIELD

The invention relates to a contact system for in each case
one pole of a low-voltage switchgear, comprising a rotary
contact mounted rotatably in a rotor housing against a spring
force. The rotary contact consists of at least one rotary contact
body, on the opposing lever arms of which contact pieces are
arranged. The contact system additionally comprises two
fixed contacts each cooperating with the contact piece of a
lever arm end.

BACKGROUND

EP 0 314 540 B1 discloses in FIG. 4 a switchgear for a
low-voltage circuit breaker having a switching shaft extend-
ing through a plurality of poles, each pole having a double
contact mounted on the switching shaft. Owing to the rotative
double contact, two series-connected arcs are enabled on
opening of the switchgear. The series connection of the arcs
effects higher current limiting. The known double contacthas
two parallel contact fingers in order to permit a higher cur-
rent-carrying capacity of the double contact. The power loss
and the associated heating of the contact fingers are reduced
and the lift-off limit is raised. The contact fingers arranged in
parallel are connected to the switching shaft by way of one
tension spring per contact point. The tension spring arranged
above and below the contact finger generates a contact force
moment when the contacts are closed and always acts upon
the two parallel contact fingers simultaneously by way of a
coupling element. The installation space of the contact sys-
tem is very large owing to the tension springs extending above
and below.

DE 199 33 614 C1 discloses a contact system having a
two-armed contact arm. On both sides of the contact arm
there extend per end of the contact arm in each case two
contact force springs. Owing to this arrangement, the instal-
lation space of the contact system is likewise very large. In
order to construct a parallel arrangement of two or more
contact arms for the purpose of a higher current-carrying
capacity, the contact systems must be arranged next to one
another, which increases the required installation space. The
fixed contacts corresponding to the contact arms must also
have a certain width in order to contact two or more parallel
contact arms. Alternatively, a plurality of fixed contacts
arranged in parallel must be used.

A further contact system is known, in which only one
contact arm is formed (DE 102008007363 A1). The contact
arm is acted upon by at least one contact force spring, but a
mechanical coupling element is interposed between the con-
tact force spring and the contact arm. The use of the coupling
element serves to make the application of force symmetrical,
but the construction of the contact system is made wider as a
result.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment, the present invention provides a contact
system for a pole of a low-voltage switchgear including a
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2

rotary contact mounted movably in a rotor housing. The
rotary contact includes at least a first rotary contact body
having a first and a second lever arm. Each of the lever arms
include a lever arm end having a contact piece. The lever arm
ends are opposed to one another. A first and a second fixed
contact each cooperate with a respective one of the contact
pieces of the first and the second lever arms. A first spring acts
on the first lever arm and a second spring acts on the second
lever arm. Each of the springs has a spring body and is
supported at a first respective end by direct engagement with
the first rotary body and is supported at a second respective
end on the rotary housing. Each of the spring bodies is dis-
posed on a same side of the first rotary contact body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be described in even greater
detail below based on the exemplary figures. The invention is
not limited to the exemplary embodiments. Features
described and/or depicted can be used individually or com-
bined in different embodiments. Other features and advan-
tages of various embodiments of the present invention will
become apparent by reading the following detailed descrip-
tion with reference to the attached drawings which illustrate
the following:

FIG. 1 shows a top view of an embodiment of a rotary
contact having one rotary contact body with two lever arm
ends;

FIG. 2 shows a side view of the rotary contact of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a top view of an embodiment of a further
rotary contact according to an embodiment of the invention
having two rotary contact bodies without a rotor housing;

FIG. 4 shows a side view of the rotary contact of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 shows a top view of an embodiment of a rotary
contact according to an embodiment of the invention having
two rotary contact bodies with a rotor housing;

FIG. 6 shows a side view of the rotary contact of FIG. 5;
and

FIG. 7 shows schematic diagrams of five different means
(a-e) according to an embodiment of the invention for attach-
ing the springs to the rotary contact body.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In an embodiment, the invention provides a modular rotary
contact system for switchgears which has a particularly nar-
row construction and is suitable for a narrow construction of
a double contact system.

The invention, in an embodiment, provides a contact sys-
tem for in each case one pole—that is to say one phase of the
current—of a low-voltage switchgear, comprising a rotary
contact mounted rotatably in a rotor housing against a spring
force. The rotary contact consists of at least one rotary contact
body, at the opposing lever arm ends of which contact pieces
(moving contact pieces) are arranged. The contact system
additionally comprises two fixed contacts each cooperating
with the contact piece of a lever arm end. Each lever arm is
acted upon by a spring, which is supported at one end on the
rotary contact body and at the other end on the rotor housing.
The spring bodies of the two springs are arranged on the same
flat side, or side face, of the rotary contact body. By using only
two springs per rotary contact body, the dimensions of the
contact system are reduced.

The arrangement according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion has the particular feature that contact force springs are
arranged on only one of the side faces of the rotary contact
body and engage directly with the rotary contact body, that is
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to say without a mechanical coupling element (or transmis-
sion member) between the contact force spring and the rotary
contact body. This arrangement has the crucial advantage that
the width of the rotary contact body and the contact force
spring (next to one another) is determined only by the thick-
ness of the rotary contact body plus the diameter of the spring
body. Contact force springs arranged on both sides of the
rotary contact body give a broader construction. The non-
symmetrical (one-sided) application of force by the contact
force springs is not a disadvantage, as is shown by the appli-
cant’s own investigations, because the applied forces of the
two springs balance one another out. There is no tilting of the
rotary contact body, which is also attributable in part to the
fact that the contact force springs sit close on the rotary
contact body.

The preferred embodiment has for the rotary contact two
rotary contact bodies which are arranged next to one another
parallel to their long sides. They together form a parallel
arrangement of the contacts.

Advantageously, the springs are located on the long sides
of the rotary contact bodies that face away from one another.
There are no springs between the two rotary contact bodies. It
has further been found to be advantageous for each fixed
contact to be associated with two contact pieces at the two
lever arm ends of the rotary contact bodies. A particularly
compact construction of the contact system can thus be
achieved because the fixed contacts, owing to the fact that the
contact elements of each lever arm end are located close to
one another, can be of narrow form. As a result, it is also not
necessary to use a plurality of parallel fixed contacts per lever
arm end.

By using two parallel rotary contact bodies, the lift-off
limit of the contacts is improved and the power loss is
reduced. It is important that the application of the spring force
for each rotary contact body takes place independently of the
other.

In this preferred embodiment, the compressive forces in
the contact pairings oscillate independently of one another.
The contact force torque in each contact remains optimal with
different degrees of loss of contact piece material and, asso-
ciated therewith, with a change of'the spring force lever arms.

Advantageously, the rotary contact body or bodies is/are
mounted for rotation about a shaft.

It has further been found to be advantageous for the spring
hooks of the springs to grip the rotary contact body. Alterna-
tively, the rotary contact bodies have in each lever arm a
fastening bore through which the spring hooks of the springs
engage. A further alternative for fastening the springs to the
rotary contact body are holding elements, such as pegs, rivets,
pins or screws, which protrude laterally from the long side.
The protruding holding element can further be formed in one
piece from the rotary contact body.

The second support of the springs at the other end on the
rotor housing can consist of a holding pin.

The mentioned features of the embodiments of the inven-
tion can be claimed individually or together.

FIGS. 1 and 2 disclose an embodiment of a rotary contact
having a single rotary contact body 1. The rotary contact body
1 is formed of a highly conductive flat material having side
faces (111, 121) perpendicular to the axis of rotation (shaft 3)
of the rotary contact body and narrow sides in the form of
faces perpendicular to the side faces.

The rotary contact body has two lever arms 11, 12 which
each have a contact piece (moving contact) 112, 122 at their
end. In a centrally arranged region, the rotary contact body 1
has an opening with which the rotary contact body 1 is rotat-
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ably mounted on a shaft 3. The rotary contact body 1 can,
however, also be mounted movably, in a floating manner,
without a shaft 3.

The contact pieces 112, 122 are arranged at opposing lever
arm ends 11, 12. Opposite each contact piece 112, 122 is an
associated fixed contact 5, 6. In FIG. 2 (also in FIG. 6), the
rotary contact is closed; the contact pieces 112, 122 (212,
222) are resting on the fixed contacts 5, 6. Rotation of the
rotary contact body 1 counter-clockwise causes the rotary
contact to be opened. A spring 13, 14 is attached to each lever
arm 11, 12. The springs 13, 14 each consist of a spring body
131, 141 to one end of which there is attached a spring hook
132, 142 for fastening to the rotary contact body 1. In the
embodiments shown in the figures, only tension springs in the
form of helical springs 13, 14 are disclosed. It is, however,
also conceivable to use different types of spring, such as, for
example, compression springs. In that case, the springs must
be connected to the rotary contactbodies 1, 2 in a correspond-
ingly different way.

Each spring 13, 14 is additionally supported on the rotor
housing 4 by way of a holding pin 41, 42, so that the contact
pieces 112, 122 of the lever arms 11, 12 are pressed onto the
fixed contacts 5, 6. In the embodiment of FIGS. 1 to 6 and 74,
the springs 13, 14 are fastened to the lever arms 11, 12 by way
of a stirrup-shaped spring hook 132, 142, which adjoins the
spring body 131, 141 directly and grips the narrow edge of the
lever arms 11, 12 of the rotary contact body 1. Other means of
fastening the springs 13, 14 to the lever arms 11, 12 are also
conceivable. For example, the springs 13, 14 can engage
around pegs 114 attached to the narrow side of the lever arms
11, 12 (see FIG. 7b) or can embrace corresponding pegs,
rivets, pins, bent portions or screws attached to the long side
111, 121 of the lever arms 11, 12 (see FIGS. 7¢, d and e). It is
also possible for a fastening bore 113 in the lever arm 11, 12
to receive and thus hold the spring hook 132, 142 of the spring
13, 14. Similar fastening possibilities for the springs 13, 14
are also conceivable on the rotor housing 4.

The spring bodies 131, 141 are located on one of the long
sides 111 of the rotary contactbody 1. The long sides 111,121
lie perpendicular to the axis of rotation and denote the sides of
the rotary contact body 1 having the greatest surface arca. The
narrow sides of the rotary contact body 1, on the other hand,
have only a very small surface area.

If the forces of the two springs 13, 14 are balanced, the
rotary contact body 1 cannot tilt over its narrow side because
the springs 13, 14 each exert an opposite force on the rotary
contact body 1.

FIGS. 3 and 4 show a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, wherein the same reference numerals as in FIG. 1 and
FIG. 2 are used correspondingly. This rotary contact consists
of two rotary contact bodies 1, 2, the second rotary contact
body 2 lying (concealed) behind the drawing plane in FIG. 4.

The long sides 111, 211 of the rotary contact bodies 1, 2
provided with the springs 13, 14, 23, 24 are remote from one
another. This arrangement allows the rotary contact bodies 1,
2 to be disposed very close together in parallel, which has the
result that the fixed contacts 5, 6 associated with the contact
pieces 112,212 and 122, 222 located next to one another can
be very narrow. Each rotary contact body 1, 2 is acted upon by
a contact force by way of two springs 13, 14, 23, 24. In this
case, the contact forces of the rotary contact bodies 1, 2 are
independent of one another.

FIGS. 5 and 6 show the embodiment of FIGS. 3 and 4 with
an additional rotor housing 4. The rotor housing 4 is made of
insulating material and encloses the middles of the two rotary
contact bodies 1, 2 as well as the springs 13, 14, 23, 24. The
rotor housing 4 is stationary with respect to the rotatably-
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mounted rotary contact bodies 1, 2 and additionally forms
stops for the rotary contact bodies 1, 2.

FIG. 7 gives schematic diagrams (7a-7¢) of five different
means 132 according to an embodiment of the invention for
attaching the spring to the rotary contact body. In FIG. 7a, the
attachment means in the form of a hook 132 of a spring is
placed over the narrow side. In FIG. 75, the attachment means
is shown in the form of a pin 132 protruding from the narrow
side. In FIG. 7¢, the attachment means 132 is a bore 113. In
FIG. 7d, the attachment means consists of a protruding hold-
ing element 114, and in FIG. 7e a protruding peg set into the
rotary contact body is used.

While the invention has been described with reference to
particular embodiments thereof, it will be understood by
those having ordinary skill the art that various changes may be
made therein without departing from the scope and spirit of
the invention. Further, the present invention is not limited to
the embodiments described herein; reference should be had to
the appended claims.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

rotary contact body

11, 12 lever arm

111, 121 side face

112, 122 contact piece

113 fastening bore

114 holding element (peg)

13, 14 spring

131, 141 spring body

132, 142 spring hook

2 rotary contact body

21, 22 lever arm

221 side faces

222 contact piece

23, 24 spring

231, 241 spring body

232, 242 spring hook

3 Shaft

4 rotor housing

41, 42 holding pin

5, 6 fixed contact

The invention claimed is:

1. A contact system for a pole of a low-voltage switchgear,

comprising:

a rotary contact mounted movably in a rotor housing, the
rotary contact including at least a first rotary contact
body having a first and a second lever arm, each of the
lever arms including a lever arm end having a contact
piece, the lever arm ends being opposed to one another;

a first and a second fixed contact each cooperating with a
respective one of the contact pieces of the first and the
second lever arms; and
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a first spring acting on the first lever arm and a second
spring acting on the second lever arm, each of the springs
having a spring body and being supported at a first
respective end by direct engagement with the first rotary
contact body and being supported at a second respective
end on the rotor housing, each of the spring bodies being
disposed on a same first side of the first rotary contact
body and a second side of the first rotary contact body
opposite the first side being free of spring bodies,

wherein the second side of the first rotary contact body is
not fixedly connected with another rotary contact body
that has a lever arm which is acted upon by another
spring.

2. The contact system according to claim 1, wherein the

first rotary contact body is rotatably mounted about a shaft.

3. The contact system according to claim 1, further com-
prising a second rotary contact body disposed parallel and
adjacent to the first rotary contact body.

4. The contact system according to claim 3, wherein the
first and the second rotary contact bodies each include respec-
tive ones of the spring bodies on respective same sides and are
disposed adjacent to each other with the same side of the first
contact body and the same side of the second contact body
facing away from one another.

5. The contact system according to claim 3, wherein the
first and the second fixed contacts cooperate with each of the
first and the second contact bodies.

6. The contact system according to claim 1, wherein each
of'the first and the second spring include a spring hook at the
first end configured to grip the first rotary contact body.

7. The contact system according to claim 1, wherein each
of'the first and the second spring include a spring hook at the
first end and the first rotary contact body includes a fastening
bore configured to receivably engage one of the spring hooks.

8. The contact system according to claim 1, wherein the
first rotary contact body includes a holding element protrud-
ing laterally from the same side of the first rotary at which the
spring bodies are disposed.

9. The contact system according to claim 8, wherein the
holding element is at least one of a peg, a rivet, a pin, and a
Screw.

10. The contact system according to claim 8, wherein the
holding element and the first rotary contact body are in an
integral, one-piece construction.

11. The contact system according to claim 1, wherein the
springs are supported at the second respective ends on the
rotor housing by a holding pin.

12. The contact system according to claim 1, wherein the
springs are helical springs.
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